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Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb delivers his State of the State address to a joint session 
of the legislature at the Statehouse, Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2017, in Indianapolis. (AP 
Photo/Darron Cummings) 


Editorial: Gov. Holcomb starts 
strong 


It has been just over a month since Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb was 


sworn in Jan. 9, completing his unlikely rise to the governorship. 


His predecessor — fellow Republican, former Rep. and Gov., and current 
Vice President Mike Pence — is an entirely different sort of politician. In his 


own, oft-repeated estimation Pence is “a Christian, a conservative and a 


Republican; in that order.” And, boy, does he walk that walk. Virtually every 
overreach, delay and blunder of his one-term governorship was related to 
this mindset: from his opposition to needle exchanges in ravaged areas of 
the state to the Religious Freedom Restoration Act debacle to the exclusion 
of LGBT Hoosiers from full civil rights to the controversial abortion 
restrictions bill. If there was an unforced public relations uproar resulting 
from a desire to flirt with theocracy to be made, Pence was ever the happy 


warrior. 


Holcomb, to our great relief, is no such ideologue. In the short time since he 
has taken the reins he has shown himself to be an even-keeled pragmatist. 
Holcomb has reversed course on several fronts on which Pence dragged his 


feet including criminal justice, pollution, drug reform and education: 


e “Holcomb has proposed a slight boost in state education funding over the 


next two years.” — Associated Press, Jan. 10. 


e “Holcomb’s first hours in office found him issuing an executive order 


creating a drug czar position.” — Brian Howey column, Jan. 16. 


e “The Indiana House has approved giving counties and cities the authority 
to create needle-exchange programs aimed at curbing the spread of 
diseases among intravenous drug users. ... Holcomb has endorsed the 


changes, which now go to the state Senate for consideration.” — AP, Feb. 1. 


e “A Chicago man who spent more than eight years in prison for a wrongful 
conviction says he's angry that his name wasn't cleared by Pence. Keith 
Cooper, 49, said during a news conference Friday in Chicago that he felt 
abandoned by Pence but was thankful that Holcomb granted him a pardon 


Thursday.” — AP, Friday. 


e “A state disaster emergency is being declared over East Chicago's lead 
contamination nearly two months after Pence rejected the city's request. 
Holcomb said Thursday that the 30-day emergency declaration will focus on 
helping find new homes for about 100 residents remaining at a public- 
housing complex and discussing options with new federal agency leaders.” 


— AP, Friday. 


If Holcomb keeps this up he may be remembered as one of the best 


governors we’ve had yet. We wish him continued success. 


